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Designs for Strings was written in 1971.  It was commis-
sioned by the Louisiana Governor’s All State Orchestra
and it was premiered in Baton Rouge, in 1972, under the
baton of Thaddeus Brys.  This composition was written for
beginning and intermediate students and for this reason
the music employs notes which can be played on the first
position of the string instruments.  The work is highlighted
by string and vocal effects performed by the players.
Designs for Strings was presented in Greensboro, North
Carolina, by the Eastern Music Festival Orchestra, in 1974,
under the direction of Leon Fleisher.  The critic of Greens-
boro Daily News wrote about this performance:
“Leon Fleisher…directed two works for string ensemble
which closed the program: “Designs for Strings” by Dinos
Constantinides and “Serenade for Strings” by Dvorak.  Far
away, this was the best part of the program…The Con-
stantinides was a humorous piece with all manner of
sounds…all knit together in rhythmic precision.”
Genaral Notes
Glissando saltato, col legno battuto
Very slow vibrato within the range of a quarter-tone
Between bridge and tailpiece
Tapping on the front or the back of the instrument with
the hand
Vocal material (Latin pronunciation)
Direction of glissando
Indeterminate pitches
Vocal material and tapping on the instrument with the
hand simultaneously
Col legno battuto on open strings and tapping on the
instrument with the left hand simultaneously
Highest possible
pitch
Lowest possible
pitch
